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ABOUT THE BOOK

Clare’s idea of style is her Superman t-shirt and torn
blue jeans, while Elsa wears trendy outfits with
matching accessories. Clare’s sense of humour is
dark and ironic; Elsa’s is bright and witty. But the
most unusual thing about their friendship is the
fact that Clare invented Elsa when she was five years
old. No one even knows about Elsa except Clare’s
Aunt Rusty, a bohemian artist. Now, as Clare turns
thirteen, she decides that it’s finally time to try life
without Elsa. But will Elsa let her go?
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Yvonne Prinz was born in Edmonton, Alberta. She started
writing at the age of six and dreamed of becoming a
novelist. Since 1989 she has lived in the San Francisco area,
where she and her husband founded an independent
record store. Her work has been published in numerous
literary journals and magazines including Elle and The East
Bay Express. Still There, Clare is her first novel and the first in
a series of books about Clare. A television show based on
the books is currently in development.




BEFORE THE BOOK ° Words You Need to Know

traumatic humiliated cynical
mortified prominent effervescent
treacherous exotic oblivious
mayhem pedestrian nauseous
agonizing infuriating excruciating
auditioning petulant literally

EXPLORING THE BOOK ¢ Chapter Questions and Activities

e Activities

lingerie
fuchsia
conspicuously
distraught
humidity
oblivious

What are some strategies for making and keeping good friends?

animated
preoccupation
pulverizing
perspective
consolation
hysterical

Write a short story about having an imaginary friend. What would he or she be like?

What would you do together?

skeptical
dysfunctional
psychopath
biosphere

Think about the social etiquette or rules in your school. What makes someone popular or a leader?

What sort of things cause people to be left out or isolated?

CHAPTERS ONE AND TWO

1.

Who is Elsa?

2. Why is it so hard for Clare to live without Elsa?

3.

Why does Clare say she hates Ginny Germain?

CHAPTERS THREE AND FOUR

1.

Look up meanings for petulant and pestilent. Why
does Paul say Clare is both?

Why is Clare so insulting to Paul? What could she
do to make up?

Why do you think Aunt Rusty knows about Elsa but
Clare’s mother doesn’t?

CHAPTERS FIVE AND SIX

1.

Use a Venn diagram to compare Clare’s mother and
Aunt Rusty. Draw two overlapping circles. In one,
write words to describe Aunt Rusty, in the other
write words to describe Clare’s mother. Where the
circles overlap write words that describe both of
them.

Why do you think Clare has so few friends?

What lesson does Clare learn?

. What difference do you think winning the race will

make?

CHAPTERS SEVEN AND EIGHT
1. What do you think Miss Steadman thinks of Paul

and Clare?

2. What does Clare’s mother mean by her comment

on p.63, “Why does everyone here look so . . . back

from the grave?”
3. Why do you think Elsa comes back?

CHAPTERS NINE AND TEN

1. Why is Clare so upset about Paul going away to

school?

2. Clare’s mother seems to be more understanding.
What does she agree to do for Clare?
3. Draw a picture of Clare’s dad working out on

the treadmill. Write his actual words in a speech

balloon. Write his thoughts in a cloud above his

head.

CHAPTERS ELEVEN AND TWELVE
1. Why does Clare feel selfish?
2. In her letter to Elsa Clare wonders, “Is it possible

that that adulthood is even tougher and lonelier
than childhood?” What do you think Elsa would

answer?
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CHAPTERS THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN

1. How does Clare win the race?

2. Clare is both angry and jealous after the race. What
has happened to upset her?

3. How is Clare’s relationship with her mother
changing?

CHAPTERS FIFTEEN AND SIXTEEN

1. What things does Clare do to try to win the race?

2. What do you think about the girl who wins the
race?

3. How has Aunt Rusty changed?

4. How would you describe Paul to someone who
hasn’t read the book?

CHAPTERS SEVENTEEN AND EIGHTEEN

1. Why does Clare say, “Summer is the great
equalizer”? (p.121)

2. What does Clare realize about her mother at the
Breast Cancer Awareness Run?

3. What does Clare know about the girl with the
brown ponytail now?

CHAPTERS NINETEEN AND TWENTY

1. Create a comic strip to show what happens on the
morning Paul leaves.

2. Write a list of good steps to go through to clean up
a messy bedroom.

3. Predict how you think Clare might forgive Aunt
Rusty.

BEYOND THE BOOK - Activities

CHAPTERS TWENTY-ONE AND TWENTY-TWO

1. Create a schedule of daily activities for the Track
and Field Camp

2. What does Clare learn about Allison’s family?

3. Create a Venn diagram to compare Clare and
Allison.

CHAPTERS TWENTY-THREE AND TWENTY-FOUR

1. How is Clare’s birthday this year different from
other years?

2. Why is Elsa a good name for the puppy?

3. How does Clare feel about growing up?

CHAPTERS TWENTY-FIVE

1. How does Clare manage finally to beat Allison in
the race?

2. Why does Clare refuse to go to the Dairy Delite with
Allison?

3. Do you think the imaginary Elsa is gone for good?

1. Write a letter to Elsa that Clare might write about her first day in grade eight.

2. Look at how Clare signs herself in each of her letters to Elsa. What does each of these closings tell you about

how Clare is feeling?

3. Clare’s parents don’t have very good parenting skills at the beginning of the book. What have they each

learned by the end of the book?

4. Read the whole chapter on “Friendship” in Gibran’s The Prophet. How do you think this relates to what you

wrote about making and keeping good friends before you read the book?

5. Compare Japanese manga with North American comic books such as those from D.C. Comics or Marvel Comics.

6. Prepare an outline of a good sports training program including nutrition.
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e Curriculum Extensions

SOCIAL STUDIES  Japan e Research Japanese monster movies such as Godzilla, Rodan, and Mothra made by the Toho
Motion Picture Company. How do these films relate to Japan after World War 112

capp  Community Involvement ¢ Many communities hold awareness activities for research projects such
as Breast Cancer. Research one such project and report on it to your class. What is the objective?
How many volunteers are involved? Is there any way that you and your classmates can help?

LANGUAGE ARTS  Graphic Novels o Find out what graphic novels are available in your school library. How do the
illustrations add to or expand the story?

Poetry » Write a report about Kahlil Gibran and his writings.

music  Popular Music » Find out more about Elvis Costello and write a report to share with your class.
If possible include a sample of his music.

ART  Comic Books e Try drawing in the style of your favourite comic book superhero.
Create your own superhero and write a comic style story.

Local Artists  Interview a local artist about his or her work. How do they manage their time?
How do they market their art?
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